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Last Monday, October 5, I had been working at a 
food booth at the West Side Nut Club Fall Festival.  
Just after I got off duty, Les Bryan called:  “You’ve got 
to get out to Skylane, and bring your camera.  A Stits 
Flut-R-Bug just landed.”

I got my camera and headed out to the airport.  
Sure enough, parked near the fuel pump was this un-
usual homebuilt airplane.  The owner was strolling 
down the drive near the hangars, chatting with Les.  
We sat down, initially under the trees outside the Sky-
lane office, then moved into the office as the pilot, Alan 
Harder from Terre Haute, spoke with me.  I asked 
him to tell me about his airplane:

It’s a Stits SA6B Flut-R-Bug, and I’ve had it 
since about July.  It’s the middle step of an adven-
ture.  

My dad pos-
sessed an airplane 
before I was born.  
Then about the time I 
was born he bought a 
brand new ‘48 
Cessna 140.  As a 
baby in a young fam-
ily, I was incompati-
ble with flying.  That 
was down in Tennessee.  After we moved to 
Evansville he joined a flying club; 172s and 150s.  
I flew right seat from about 10 years old on up.  
Finally when I was in high school they bought a 
‘46 Aeronca Chief.  He ferried it into this field. 
[Skylane]  He put new fabric on the wings, did a 
little sheet metal work, and got it flying again.  
Then he traded it in 1969 for a 140.  The person he 
sold it to had a take-off accident about a month 
later, piled it in, and it hasn’t flown since.

About 3 years ago I got a call from a fellow 
who said “Alan, this is Chuck Leets.  Your mother 
told me to call you!”  He had ended 
up with Dad’s keys, the fuselage, and 
the registration to the Chief.  The guy 

that Dad sold it to had never registered it in his 
name, so it was still registered to R. N. Harder, 
Evansville, Indiana.  Well, Dad died in 1981.  
Chuck said he spent a month calling every Harder 
he could find in an expanding radius around 
Evansville, trying to find somebody who knew 
something about this Chief.  Finally he thought of 
calling Tri-State Aero, and sure enough, somebody 
there remembered Dad, and got him connected 
with Mom,  She said: “Call my son.”  

So we started talking.  Then I thought, Aw, I 
can’t afford a plane.  I want it, but it’s impractical.  
I can’t handle it.  The idea worked on me for about 
6 months.  I finally called him back and asked, 
“Would you sell me that plane short of maybe the 

panel and the fabric, 
and let me try to do 
that?  You do all the 
welding and metal 
unbending and re-
placement?”  He said 
“Sure, I’d be glad to.”
So we started on that 
process, and it’s been 
going and going.  I 
met him, and we 
really hit it off.  Our 

wives had some problems that were pretty much 
the same, so we spent as much time talking about 
that as we did flying.  He’s been chipping away at 
it.  This summer he said he was feeling bad about 
how long this was taking, so he said: “I want to 
give you this Flut-R-Bug.”

A good friend of his, who was a partner in a 
couple of airplanes he owned, had died about this 
time last year.  He had a ‘42 Chief, and this Flut-R-
Bug, and Chuck was going to take care of them for 
the family.  He said: “I want to give you this.  
We’ll title it in your name, and when we get the 

Chief done, you give it back to me.”  
So that’s where we stand.

Alan Harder and his Stits Flut-R-Bug
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The Chief is in my name now.  It was in my fa-
ther’s name when Chuck started trying to get his own 
registration.  The FAA wanted proof that he had it le-
gally, so that took somebody that could speak on behalf 
of my father.

It’s [flying the Flut-R-Bug] actually the first time I 
have soloed a plane in 19 years.  I kept up a biennial for 
awhile.  About every 4 years or so I’d fly just to get 
some time in the air.  Then I let my medical lapse be-
cause I was afraid I wouldn’t be able to pass the exam.  
This Flut-R-Bug I can fly as a sport pilot.  It’s just been 

perfect.
I’m a member of Chapter 83 in Terre Haute.  In the 
summertime we have fly-outs for Chapter meetings.  
We’ve met at Casey, at Sullivan,  Mattoon, some small 
private fields around.  We just fly out somewhere close.  
For those members that don’t have planes, there’s al-
ways some empty seats.  So if you want to go, there is 
always somebody willing to take you.
Alan expressed the hope that one of the Chapter 83 fly-out 
meetings next summer might be to Skylane, perhaps in con-

junction with a Chapter 21 meeting.

EAA 21 members this month met at the Hen-
derson Community College campus on Wed., 
Oct. the 7th for a seminar entitled, “What 
Went Wrong.” This seminar consisted of four 
cases of aviation accidents. It discussed the 
work done by the NTSB as it works back-
wards starting from the crash site gathering 
evidence, talking with witnesses, recordings 
from ATC on communications and preflight 
briefings, marks on surrounding structures 
such as trees, tire marks, prop strike marks, ice 
remnants, broken parts, etc. Several of the 
cases involved IFR flights that got into trouble due to weather, 

equipment, fuel, or pilot error. About 60 pilots 
attended the seminar that was very well pre-
sented in a two hour period. Several pilots won 
door prizes. 

There is much information about future semi-
nars and on-line seminar video available to any-
one with internet access. WWW.ASF.ORG/
WhatWentWrong.   Then click on Safety Semi-
nars, What Went Wrong, On-Demand Semi-
nars, On-Demand ASF Safety Cases and then 
any video you want to watch. 

Reported by Larry Helming with photo attached.

My apologies for not getting this newsletter out prior to the monthly Chapter meeting. By the time I realized the meeting would be a 
week earlier than normal, it was too late to get the newsletter out on time.  Here is a report about the October meeting.                         Pete

Here is an article from “Custom Aircraft Building Tips, Vol. I”  copyright 1967 by EAA.  Available on the EAA website
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What does that cost you?               By Rod Steiger, footnote by Dan Grunloh EAA UL 30

We all choose to fly and no matter the reason, cost plays a factor. It’s interesting, hearing comments folks make about flying. I 
overhead someone say, “So, what’s it cost you to fly that?” the response “Oh, 45 or 50 an hour…about the same as the Chal-
lenger”, then more in the group started in about all their costs. Hearing discussions like that have brought me to ask, “Are there 
some big misconceptions about the cost of flying and is this what inquisitive folks are being told about Ultralights and Light 
Sport?”. They hear it is a cheap way to fly until they hear someone say “50 an hour” and that’s not from those on the outside 
looking in, but from us.

So let’s look at some of the costs. The purchase of the plane? This is truly not a cost in flying, it is ownership. What about han-
gar rent and insurance? Are these costs in flying? No, it’s ownership again. I’ll touch more on ownership in just a bit. We think 
of our costs in terms of the $ per hour and that is fine, but some fixed expenses are not going to change whether we fly or not.
What if the plane only flew an hour that year? Man, what an expensive hour that was!? No that is the cost of owning a plane, 
not the cost of flying. What’s left? Well, (PM) periodic maintenance and fuel.

So, let’s look at PM, most inspection and repair we do on our own, but what about that 250 hr. TBO Rotax says our 503s need? 
I don’t want to argue the 250 hrs—I will argue what a TBO is (time before over-haul). It is not a process requiring all new pis-
tons, crank, bearings, seals, and etc. TBO is an inspection and documentation of the wear that has transpired and to replace 
parts as required by its amount of wear, age or by directive. I recently had my 503 TBOed and the cost was under $700. That’s 
only $2.80 per hour for the 250 hr period. Looks like I will need pistons at my next TBO, and that will increase my cost. So to 
go on the high side, let us say that over a 1000 hrs you have 2 TBOs at $700 and 2 at $1200, that’s $3.80 per hr. There are 
some other maintenance items like tires, brakes, and hardware. These can be added to the hourly cost and I’m going to give 
them a 50 cent per hr/$500 over the 1000 hrs. Now we are up to $4.30. Oh, sail cloth you say. Well it is going to be on the 
plane longer than 1000 hours, but we can throw it in here, $2500. OK, now we are up to $6.80 per hr. over the 1000 hrs. Now, 
we all know these numbers are intentionally high, let’s remember that as we go on. For fuel, I burn 4 gals. per hour and fuel is
$3.70 a gal. For mogas, oil is 10oz. per hr. at a dime per oz. That’s $15.80 per hour in fuel. The grand total $22.60 per hour. A 
far cry from the 45-50 dollars I heard before.

Where did they get the rest of that 45 to 50 figure from? It comes from the cost of ownership. It is where we decide that we 
want to own instead of rent. This is not to say the cost is negligible, but ownership is no more if compared to owning a Harley 
or a sports car. Ownership stems from convenience. Is it more convenient to own than rent? Just depends on the person, and 
this is also true for those who have a hangar and strip at home, or those who rent a hangar at the airport, or even box it up to
store in their garage. Convenience—it is what each of us define it to be. It isn’t the cost of flying. We know what all the costs 
are, it’s just how we think of those costs when we total them up that we need to examine. So the cost of flying really is not 
some astronomical number and it is the biggest reason many are attracted to EAA and what we fly. We can build and fly Ex-
perimentals for far less than factory built planes and fly Ultralights for even less. When people stop and ask, “How much does 
it cost to fly that?” I can answer $22.60 per hr. If they ask, “How much is the plane?” I can tell them that too, but like any good 
salesman will tell you, if the price is too high, you lost the sale. We are salesmen for our hobby, let’s not scare off the custom-
ers.

When comparing the cost of different kinds of flying, don’t forget to take into consideration the “fun per dollar”. You might 
rent an airplane, own an ultralight, go skydiving, fly sailplanes or hot-air balloons. Any method will cost money but some may 
give more fun per dollar. For an hours rent in a Cessna you can get three tows to cloud-base in your hang glider or three one 
minute free falls. Or two to three hours in an ultralight light sport aircraft.

I remember well a quote from our founding president Dale Meadors who said that flying is like any other hobby. You have to 
decide how much you can or will spend per year on the hobby. What is it worth per year for you to glide, freefall, motor or 
buzz? Aviation costs money and it’s up to us to find the most “fun per dollar”. I know I found mine.

—Dan Grunloh

This article, from EAA UL Chapter 30, was sent to me by EAA in an email message.         Pete
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA Chapter 21

11688 Heim Road
Chandler IN  47610

Address Service Requested

Send  Your  Dues  Payment  To:

Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa21nleditor@hotmail.com

                                                                                                                                                    

Skylane Airport (3EV) located at 2029 Allens Lane, 3/10 mile east of St. Joseph Ave, Evansville, Indiana

Dates Event Name Location Distance

Nov 7, 2009 EAA Sport Air Workshop Indianapolis, IN 139 miles 

Dear Fellow Aviator: 
Make plans to attend the 13th Annual Little Egypt Fly-In and Veterans Reunion at Mt. Vernon Outland Airport (KMVN) this Saturday, 

October 17, 2009. The event gets underway at 9:00 a.m. with a Flag Raising Ceremony conducted by the American Legion Post #141 
Honor Guard and Senator John O. Jones. The event officially ends at 5:00 p.m. 

For those arriving early, Grandma’s Landing will be open for Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. The highlight of the day is the free lunch provided 
by the Mt. Vernon Airport Authority, SRT Aviation, and EAA Chapter 1155 at the SRT Aviation Hangar. Plenty of SRT’s Deep Fried Tur-
key, Rick’s Pulled Pork BBQ (new for this year), and all the fixins await all those arriving via aircraft. 

This year’s headliners are the U.S. ARMY AH-64 “Apache” Attack Helicopter and an assortment of battlefield equipment and weap-
onry provided by the Illinois National Guard. A P-51 “Mustang”, L-39 “Albatross” Jet, C-47 “Skytrain”, C-2 “COD”, A4D “Skyraider”, 
and T6/SNJs will be on the ramp for viewing. Air-Evac Lifeteam’s Bell Jet Ranger will be on display beside ARCH Medical Service’s 
Eurocopter. There is much to do and see!  I hope to see you this Saturday! 

Chris Collins 
Mt. Vernon Outland Airport 
www.mtvernonairport.com 


