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Don Kuhlenschmidt recovering from mishap
If you were watching the 6:00 TV news last 

Friday Sept. 26, you no doubt saw the report of a 
plane crash in Posey County.  Well, that was our 
friend and long-time Chapter 21 member Don 
Kuhlenschmidt, flying the Cessna 170 he's owned 
for many, many years.

I called his home recently to find out how he's 
doing, and also to find out just what happened.  I 
talked with his wife Margaret.  Don remains at the 
hospital, and is on a “no tell” list, which means only 
family is allowed to talk with him.  He is very sore, 
with cuts and bruises to his face, and several broken 
ribs.  Next week he will be moved to a rehabilita-
tion facility, but Margaret didn't know where that 
would be.  He will be under a doctor's care for these 
injuries for some time to come.

Don has his own airstrip in the vicinity of St. 
Phillips and Boberg Rd, in the Parkers Settlement 
area, and he had decided to go flying.  Last Friday 
was a very nice, sunny, warm, and clear day, but it 
was a bit windy.  His windsock blew down some 
time ago, and he hasn't yet been able to replace it.  
He determined the wind direction by throwing a 
handful of grass clippings in the air to see which 
way they would drift, and it seemed to him the 
wind was mostly out of the west.  He felt it was a 

crosswind he could handle.

Don took off, flew around a bit, then came in 
to land.  He said he felt he made a perfect landing, 
but the wind shifted while he was rolling out, forc-
ing him off the runway.  The farmer who takes care 
of the crops on Don's property had dug a small 
ditch for drainage purposes, just a few inches deep, 
along the edge of his runway, and Don wasn't 
aware of it's presence.  He got a wheel into that 
ditch, it spun the plane around, and he ended up in a 
much larger ditch, one about 20 feet deep.

One of the farmers saw the tail of the plane 
sticking up out of the ditch, and called 9-1-1.  
That's when the police and the TV stations came 
out.

Don's son and grandson were able to pull  the 
plane out of the ditch with the help of some tow 
straps and a John Deere tractor, without doing any 
further damage, and put it in the hangar where it is 
safe and out of sight.

When Margaret heard the commotion, she went 
out to see what happened.  As they were putting 
Don into the ambulance, she asked him: “What 
were you doing?”

“Having fun.”

Our friend and long-time Chapter 21 member 
Wes Knight lost his four-year battle with Leukemia 
on September 17.  He usually 
always came to Chapter meet-
ings, and was always at break-
fast on Saturday morning at 
the Pie Pan. 

In September 2003 Wes 
and Bill Gowin got the oppor-
tunity to ride along on the B-
17 Aluminum Overcast.  After 
it completed it's display at 
Evansville, and was ready to 
head for Memphis, the pilots invited the two of 
them to ride along, since they had no passengers.  

Naturally they jumped at the chance.  Hank Meador 
flew down in his Warrior to pick them up after they 

arrived in Memphis.

He joined the Air Force after 
high school, and enrolled in 
the Air Force Academy in 
Colorado Springs to become a 
pilot.  He had to drop out 
though because of a problem 
with low blood pressure, and 
never did get his pilot's li-
cense.  But he never did get 

over his love for aviation.  Wes 
loved two things, according to his wife Millie: air-
planes and corvettes.

Wes Knight

Wes in the cockpit jump seat of the B-17
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The Wood, Fabric, and Tailwheel, Fly-in at Lee Bottom Flying Field was held this past Saturday, September 27.  I would estimate there 
were in excess of 300 airplanes attending that event.  I have never seen such a bucolic, grass strip airport with so many planes coming and 
going.  I think most of Chapter 21’s members were in attendance.  

I flew out on Saturday morning along with W.C. Sisk, who flew his Cessna 140, and our friend Al Yelverton, who lives near Gilberts-
ville, KY.  Al owns a really nice 1959 Luscombe 8F with flaps.  I entered the pattern for Lee Bottom behind Al, and had a hard time staying 
behind him on final.  It seems a Luscombe with flaps can fly substantially slower than one without flaps (like mine) when the pilot wants to.

Lee Bottom Fly-In well attended

Don Taylor treated to flight in AT-6

At the last Chapter meeting, Don Taylor was treated to a ride in the North American AT-6 owned by Dr. John Bizal.  Here are some
pictures taken of and by Don before and during this flight.  

In the September issue of Vintage Airplane magazine is an excellent article about the Porterfield restored by Randall Krystosek, Fred 
Williams, Hank Meador, and Bud Sherretz, and based at Skylane Airport.  It’s titled Restoration of Porterfield LP-65 and it was written by 
Randall.  The article is quite complete, covering the history of the plane from it’s beginning to the present day.

The magazine also features an excellent article about a recently restored Curtiss Robin, a large and powerful cabin monoplane built in 
1929.  Any EAA member can read these articles by logging on to the “Members Only” section of the EAA website.  It will probably be 2 or 
3 months before this current issue of the VAA magazine will be on the website.

Curtiss Robin Porterfield owned and restored by our four friends

Local Porterfield featured in VAA magazine
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Chapter 21 Monthly Treasurer’s Report
September-08

September 1, 2008 Beginning Balance $2,386.52

Receipts
Interest          $0.10
1/2 Pot $10.50
Total $10.60

Disbursements
Newsletter Printing $16.00
Postage Fees          $1.00
Meeting food and drink $18.40
Total $35.40

September 30, 2008 Ending Balance $2,361.72
       Balance ONB 09-30-08 $2,361.72

Bill Gowin, Treasurer

Chapter President Larry Helming has been relaxing in a rented 
home in Hawaii for nearly the whole month of September, and as of 
this writing, hasn’t yet returned to Evansville.  He no doubt hasn’t 
given the first thought to airplanes, EAA, or our October Chapter 
meeting since he left.  Before he left, however, he left some instruc-
tions with me:

 We need to have Chapter Elections in November, so we will try 
to have a slate of officer nominations by the October meeting.  
If you are asked to be a candidate for one of these offices, it 
means we value your opinions, your abilities, and your efforts.  
You’ll be helping to assure our Chapter has a future.  You’ll get 

lots of help from other officers, past presidents, and, of course, 
from EAA.  If you’re asked to be a candidate,  please say yes.

 We will have our traditional Pizza Party at our December meet-
ing, where we will install our 2009 officers, and pass out 
awards to our 2008 officers.

 October should be an excellent month for visiting projects and 
flying out to different places. We will be visiting Don Taylor, 
to see his Fly Baby project at the October meeting.  We’ll try to 
organize some good Chapter fly-outs for October.

Larry Helming Visiting Tropical Island

Don Taylor will be hosting our October meeting on 
Wednesday, October 8, starting at 6:00 PM.  Don is building a 
modified Fly-Baby.  He is constructing this aircraft out of alu-
minum instead of wood, and the aircraft is stretched to allow 
for a two-seat tandem configuration.  Don will be powering 
this with a 
Corvair en-
gine.  This is 
certainly not 
the first air-
craft Don has 
built, de-
signed, or 
used a Corvair engine with.

Don’s address is 451 S. Kelsey Ave, in Evansville.  To 
get there, head out on Lincoln Ave, until you’re just east of U 
of E.  Alexander Funeral Home is located on the corner of 
Kelsey Ave. and Lincoln Ave.  Turn north on Kelsey Ave, and 
Don’s house is at the top of the hill, on the left.  His Fly-Baby 
project will be in the front yard.

We will be starting the meeting at 6:00, to allow enough 
time to admire Don’s project before the sun goes down.

Don Taylor hosting October Meeting

This is not Don’s plane, but it is a two-seat Fly Baby
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA Chapter 21

Bill Gowin — Treasurer
204 Harper Ave.
Evansville, IN  47714

Address Service Requested

                                                       

Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa21nleditor@hotmail.com

                                                                                                                                                     

EAA21 Chapter Meeting:   Wednesday October 8,  6:00 PM,  Don Taylor’s home
This month’s meeting will be at 6:00 PM at the home of Don Taylor.  Note this is one hour earlier than usual.  We 
will be admiring the two-seat Fly Baby that Don has under construction.  See page 3 for instructions and map on 
how to get there. 

Oct 4, 2008 Sporty's Hot Dog Fly-In Batavia, OH, 197 miles

Oct 5-6, 2008 Skyfest Tennessee Jackson, TN 182 miles

Oct 7-8, 2008 B-17 Tour Stop Lexington, KY 166 miles

Oct 11, 2008 Chapter Fly-In Franklin, KY 104 miles

Oct 11, 2008 EAA Ultralight Chapter 91 BUG Flyin Millville, KY 153 miles

Oct 11, 2008 Airport Awareness Day Seymour, IN 110 miles

Oct 12, 2008 EAA Chapter 67 Fly-In/Drive-In BBQ Noblesville, IN 161 miles

Oct 19, 2008 Jacksonville Fly In/Drive In Pork Chop Dinner Jacksonville, IL 187 miles

Oct 19, 2008 EAA Chapter 1315 Fly-In Breakfast Taylorville, IL 142 mile

Oct 25, 2008 EAA Chapter 274 Annual Chili-Day Fly-In Decatur, IL 145 miles


