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Larry Helming’s RV-7 and Gary Zimmerman’s Glasair at the 
2007 Freedom Festival, with Chapter 21’s tent behind them
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Evansville Freedom Fest coming...

My Fellow EAA'ers: 

I have intentions to fly my Yellow RV7 SunSeeker
to EVV for at least one day of the three days (June 
27, 28, 29) for the Freedom Festival Static Airplane 
Display. We are looking foremost for planes that 
are not standard certified planes. Rare and unusual 
experimentals, biplanes, rotocopters, Light Sports, 
Ultralights, and Harmon Rocket or Warbird types 
are big crowd pleasers. Displayers should plan to 
stay with their plane during the period in the dis-
play. We will have a tent, booth, & chairs provided 
to display EAA stuff. The chapter will provide Sub-
way sandwiches for lunch and will have a cooler 
with cold soft drinks for our chapter members. 

I hope everyone will join me in this effort to pro-
mote general aviation and EAA. Anyone in our 
chapter with interest to display one or more days is 
requested by Sue Glisson of the Freedom Festival 
committee to submit intentions within the next 
week or so. If anyone wants to join in please let me 
or Sue Glisson know your good intentions. 
LRHELMING@GMAIL.COM (812) 401-7566 
(812) 549-5254 

Sue Glisson email is 
SMGFLYER1@INSIGHTBB.COM 

Larry Helming, EAA 21 president 
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The year is 1953; late August.  I remember that 
my U.S. Keds are totally shot; the sides are 
ripped out and the laces have been spliced to-
gether many times.  I will soon be buying my 
new school clothes with the money I have earned 
caddying and mowing grass.  It is early morning 
and all of the neighborhood kids are sleeping in 
as usual.  I never understood how they could 
sleep in after the sun came up.  I need something 
to do.

Got it.  I’ll pick up the bike from Mr. Price's 
house and ride out to the airport.  Mr. Price and I 
had an agreement about the American Flyer Bi-
cycle; I could use it any time but I had to return 
it in the same condition as I found it 
when I finished using it.  Mr. 
Price was a one eyed Ex-
Marine who delivered 
ice to people who 
had real ice-
boxes.  The 
Japanese were 
very lucky he 
was taken off 
Iwo Jima Is-
land.  He lost his 
right eye during the 
invasion but remained 
an expert marksman.

The four mile ride up highway 41 north 
was as short as I was fast on a bike.  The ride 
took me past the old Republic Aviation plant 
were they built over 6,300 P-47 Thunderbolts ten 
years earlier.

The Evansville Indiana airport had an old termi-
nal building right off the highway.  All you had 
to do was ride your bike around the building and 
you were right up next to the departure gate.  I 
leaned my bike against the fence next to the 
opening, where the gate would have been if the 
fence had a gate.  There she was, a gleaming 
silver body with wings out stretched, bathing in 
the sun, shining like a new dime.  She sat on the 
ramp with pride, maybe over confident, maybe 
stuck-up.  Her nose was high in the air, almost as 
if she was saying she was the most beautiful of 
all.  I was standing in the chain link fence open-
ing studying her lines and marveling over her 
good looks.

Out of my peripheral vision I caught a glimpse of 
a man walking towards the gate.  I jumped out of 
his way smartly, fearing I might be doing some-
thing wrong in trying to get a look at this beauti-
ful airplane.  He was carrying a square cornered, 
flat top case and a duffle bag suitcase.  He was 
wearing a fresh white shirt, black tie, and gold 

shoulder epaulets.  This man was very important. 
As he approached and entered the fence opening 
he hardly gave me a second glance.  Then he 
stopped, paused, not turning, just stared straight 
ahead.  It seemed like an eternity, and I feared I 
was in trouble.  Finally he said in a gruff voice, 
“Do you want to see the inside of this plane 
boy?”   Barely squeaking out a “yes sir,” he said 
“Follow me.”  We walked toward the rear side 
door; (he still never looked back) up the steps 
that were in the door; up the aisle, and toward the 
cockpit.  He slid into the right seat and offered 
the left seat to me.

WOW!  With all of those gauges and switches, 
how could anyone figure out what all of these 
instruments were, and when to use them?  He 
just sat there for a second or two, then said:  
“Boy, do you know what you are looking at?”  
My brain was running a thousand miles per hour. 
Not wanting to come off as a total idiot, I 
scanned the panel as fast as I could.  I then rec-
ognized the oil pressure gauge—oh, there are 
two oil pressure units.  Then he begin to explain 
how the panel was laid out in the soft voice of a 
knowledgeable teacher.  I was trying very hard to 
follow all the information that was coming at me. 
I wanted more training when another man en-
tered the cockpit.  His surprised look seeing me 
sitting in the left seat again made me uneasy.   
Then my instructor said we had to leave.  I shook 
his hand and thanked the nice man, got out of the 
left seat and looked back over my shoulder for 
one last glimpse as my teacher was getting into 
‘my’ seat.  The other man slid in to the right seat.

As this proud but disheveled boy walked down 
the aisle, all of the passengers gave me a strange 
look.  The stewardess was about to close the rear 
door, but seeing me she stopped, and I exited the 
plane.  As I left she had a puzzled expression on 

her face.  Man, I'm big stuff now.  Wait until I 
tell all of my buddies about my trip to the airport 
while they slept in half of the day.  Now standing 
behind the gate my hero called out of the side 
cockpit window "CLEAR".  The left engine 
slowly began turning, then gray-black smoke 
puffed out, and the engine quickly came alive.  I 
hope he is checking that left oil pressure gauge, I 
thought to myself.  Then the right engine started 
and he waved good-bye as he turned left and 
began taxing out to the runway.  He hesitated for 
a moment at the end of the runway, and I was 
hoping he had second thoughts about leaving me 
standing by the gate.  Maybe he is coming back 

for me.  Then he proceeded onto the runway, 
and with engines roaring the tail was 

up almost instantly, and soon it 
was airborne.  The wheels 

started coming up as 
he began a shallow 

left turn south 
for Memphis.

I peddled the 
four miles 

home as fast as 
I could and got 

out my Shell Oil 
Company maps.  I 

searched the Kentucky-
Tennessee map for Memphis.  

There it was, along the river.  I tried to 
figure out what time they would land.

I would love to tell this pilot how much his ran-
dom act of kindness meant to me.  I was one of 
the lucky kids who was able to get inside of the 
airport before they locked it up.  Having this 
experience allowed me to take many mental trips 
flying the mighty DC-3 to some of the cities 
found on my oil company maps, in all kinds of 
weather, and I always made perfect landings.

I recently flew a DC-3 from Korea to the Philip-
pines, and then on to Hawaii, via an article writ-
ten by Lauren Paine.  I hope he doesn’t mind 
being my co-pilot.

Mike Zeller

Since May 1965
1500+ Hr. T-dragger
2500+ Hr. Tri-gear
50+ Different planes
Private Pilot
Single Engine Land
Single Engine Sea
Instrument
Australia Special Pilot

How I Started Flying
By Mike Zeller

Back in March, AvWeb had a contest to see who could write the best essay about why they should win a ride in a DC-3 at this year’s Sun ‘n Fun.  Mike 
wrote this story and submitted it to them.  He didn’t win the DC-3 ride, but it’s a story that deserves to be read by everyone.                              Pete
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Chapter 21 Monthly Treasurer's Report
May-08

May 1, 2008 Beginning Balance $2,488.28

Receipts
Interest   $0.11
Dues - 1@$15 ea. $15.00
 Total $15.11

Disbursements
Newsletter Printing $16.00
Stamps $10.66
Total $26.66

May 31, 2008 Ending Balance $2,476.73
Balance ONB 05-31-08 $2,476.73

Submitted by Bill Gowin,  Treasurer

Flying season is fully upon us and many of our members are busy working on getting their planes ready for flight.  This a great time to live in 
the United States.  I want to thank Bill Spurling and John Bizal for providing rides in their beautiful Stearmans to Bill Gowin and Mike 
Zeller.  These planes are true works of a historic time that have been painstakingly improved and preserved by Bill and John.  

This month's meeting will be held on the regular 2nd Wednesday of the month and it will feature all the EAA planes at Skylane Airport.  We 
are asking all members to pull their plane to the edge of the runway for all to see.  Drinks and snacks will be provided.  Bring along your 
cameras.  

Freedom Festival has asked us to participate by displaying our experimental planes at KEVV June 27th, 28th, and or 29th.  More details on 
exact times later.  We need to notify them in advance who is interested.  So, please call or email me and I will do the rest.  

With better weather, we have lots of fly in opportunities.  See those in the activities section.  

Hope to see everyone at Skylane on June 11th.  

Larry ( Remember, Guests are always welcomed. )       

Message from EAA Chapter 21 President

EAA 21 Meeting Minutes,  May 21st 2008,  Dr Bizal’s hangar at Evansville Regional Airport

Meeting started at 7:10pm. Mike Zeller and Bill Gowin were given their flights in the Stearmans compliments of Bill Spurling and Dr. 
Bizal.

Freedom Festival speaker Sue Glisson spoke about the need to have some planes on display at Tri-State Aero, then was questioned by Dr. 
Bizal about poor planning on part of  Freedom Fest Board for not preparing sooner to have a better show.

Larry then talked about the light sport aircraft and what qualifies for light sport.   Larry then talked about Young Eagles for this year, now 
on hold till fall.

Submitted by Gary Zimmerman
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA Chapter 21

Bill Gowin — Treasurer
204 Harper Ave.
Evansville, IN  47714

Address Service Requested

                                                       

Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa21nleditor@hotmail.com

                                                                                                                                                     

EAA21 Chapter Meeting:   Wednesday June 11,  7:00 PM,  Skylane Airport
The June EAA21 Chapter meeting will feature all the EAA member planes at Skylane Airport.  EAA Member planes from Henderson, 
Hepler, and EVV are welcome as well.  We ask all members to pull their planes to the edge of the runway for all to see.  Drinks and 
snacks will be provided.  Bring along your cameras.  

June 7       Paducah, KY PAPA Air Park Fly In  Paducah, KY,  5KY3  

June 8       Skylane Airport Annual Poker Run and Picnic,  3EV

June 8       Lee Bottom Sinful Sunday    Lee Bottom Flying Field, Hanover IN,  64I

June 14      Columbus Breakfast and Air Museum  Bakalar Airport, Columbus IN,  KBAK   

June 15     Terre Haute  EAA’s Ford Tri-Motor Tour Stop Hulman Field, Terre Haute, IN,  KHUF 

June 21     Midwest Taildraggers' Rendezvous  08:30 AM - 02:00 PM  Post Air Airport,  Indianapolis, IN, 7L8

June 26-29, July 4   Evansville Freedom Festival — Downtown Evansville   http://www.evansvillefreedomfestival.org/

July 28-August 3, 2008   EAA AirVenture Oshkosh   Wittman Regional Airport   Oshkosh, WI  www.AirVenture.org


