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Brokaw Bullet
You have no doubt heard it said that old soldiers 
never die, they just fade away.  But what happens to 
old airplanes?  I'm talk-
ing about famous old 
airplanes that don't die 
in a flaming mass of 
wreckage.  I suppose 
some could be disman-
tled and sold for sal-
vage, but that doesn't 
usually happen to fa-
mous airplanes.

Most, maybe all old 
airplanes that are truly 
"famous," and didn't 
crash,  end up in a mu-
seum somewhere.  
While I was attending 
Sun 'n Fun last month, I discovered one of those old 
airplanes I considered somewhat famous.  It ap-
peared to me to have been forgotten about.

Do you remember the Brokaw Bullet?  Twenty 
years ago it  was a regular feature at the EAA Con-

vention and Sun 'n Fun 
Fly-in.  It was a regular 
feature of the daily 
"flybys" and was always 
front-and-center in the 
homebuilt aircraft dis-
play area.  A lot of at-
tention was paid to it.  
Once.  But apparently 
not any more.

Some of the EAA head-
quarters personnel had 
put to gether a Chapter 
Officers get together at 
the Sun 'n Fun Pavilion, 
an outdoor theatre simi-

lar to the Theatre in the Woods at AirVenture.  The 
Sun 'n Fun Pavilion is behind the Sun 'n Fun Air 
Museum.  

(Continued on page 2)

A long-time member of Chapter 21 received a new 
set of wings recently.  Phil Kiely passed away on 
April 25.  Phil had been a member of 
Chapter 21 longer than just about any 
one else now around.  Don Taylor told 
me he thinks Phil had been with the 
Chapter since about 1968.  Phil, an at-
torney, helped Don out in the early ‘70s 
when he hit some power lines.

Phil was also an experienced pilot, and 
at one time owned a Cessna 140.  Bill 
Gowin, another Cessna 140 pilot, knew 
him from the Evansville Ski Club, of 
which they were both members.  It was Phil who 
encouraged Bill to get involved with Chapter 21.

Although Phil hadn’t been active as a pilot in quite 
awhile, and he never did any aircraft building, he 

rarely missed a Chapter meeting.

Earl Schroeder told me, although he didn’t 
know him too well, he would always talk 
to JB Armstrong when he was around.  
And when JB started going downhill, Phil 
would always ask Earl how he was doing.

Phil, in addition to being a pilot and attor-
ney, was a veteran of the Korean conflict, 
and was also an accomplished musician.  I 
was told he enjoyed playing the piano.

Phil was 79.  He is survived by a wife and  three 
sons.
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At the March Chapter meeting, Mike Stader from the Hadi 
Shriners made a request of Chapter 21 members to participate in the 
Shrinerfest Car Show on May 17.  What the 
Shriners would like specifically is for us to par-
ticipate in an overflight of their event between 10 
AM and 2 PM.  This would entail simply flying 

your plane over the Ohio River adjacent to Riverside Drive.  There 
would be no airshow, no special fancy maneuvers, just a flyby.  You 

would want to coordinate your flight with Evans-
ville Tower on 118.7.  If you would be interested 
in participating in this way, call Paul Egbert at 
673-4310 or Tom Land at 477-2155.

I had been invited to that get together.  I was sitting at the rear of the 
Pavilion, just gazing into space, when I realized the airplane sitting 
about 50 feet away from me looked familiar, and was bringing back 
memories.  I realized it was the Brokaw Bullet.  It was behind the 
Pavilion, away from the crowds of people that came to look at un-
usual, one-of-a-kind aircraft.  It was tied down next to a small reten-
tion pond, and in front of a wooded area.  It looked like it hadn't 
been buffed out or even wiped down in awhile, and the grass under 
the  aircraft hadn't been cut in a couple of weeks.  There was a weed 
growing up along the right main gear.

The Brokaw Bullet was a one-of-a-kind aircraft built by Dr. Bergon 
Brokaw, a Leesburg Florida physician.  It was finished in 1972, and 
first appeared in Sport Aviation Magazine in April, 1973.  An arti-
cle about it's building and flying appeared in the October 1973 is-

sue.  Then a redux of the building, rebuilding, and flying of the air-
craft appeared 18 years later in the August 1991 Sport Aviation.  I 
found all these magazines in the Chapter 21 library, (it's the old of-
fice at Skylane Airport that the Chapter rents.)

Dr. Brokaw flew Grumman fighters for the Navy in WWII and Ko-
rea, and afterwards wanted to design and build his own version of 
those warbirds. So, with the help of an aeronautical engineer from 
Orlando, he did so.  The Bullet started out with a 310-hp Continen-
tal TSIO-520-B, then a 380-hp Lycoming TIO-541-E1C4 was in-
stalled in the '80s, followed by a Garrett AiResearch TPE 331-
25AA turboprop of 475-shp in the '90s.  

It was a rocket with too much engine and not enough wing.  When 
you stand next to it, it seems unusually long, particularly the fuse-
lage forward of the front cockpit.  The wings, however, seem almost 
vestigal, they are so small.  The eighteen foot wingspan is the same 

as a Sonerai, and the chord seems about right for a much smaller, 
lighter weight aircraft.  Budd Davisson, in the December, 1974 is-
sue of Air Progress Magazine, said:  "The BJ superthing has wings 
the size of dolphin fins and enough horsepower to tow the Brooklyn 
Bridge up river."   In that same story he reports the wing loading is 
38.2 pounds per square foot.  Most 2-seat general aviation planes 
have a wing loading of about 10 lbs/sq.ft.  What this means is that 
the landing speed would be frighteningly fast.

But it was popular at airshows. In that Air Progress article it said 
that he had sold hundreds of information packets for the aircraft, 
and he was at that writing gearing up to sell plans.  No one, how-
ever, to my knowledge, ever built that aircraft except Dr. Brokaw.

Dr. Brokaw passed away sometime in the early part of this decade, 
(I was never able to find the date of his death) and his family do-
nated the aircraft to the Sun 'n Fun Museum.  Now it sits there in the 
grass, away from the crowds, a forgotten relic of EAA fly-ins past.

Submitted by Pete Wiggin

(Continued from page 1)

Shrinerfest Car Show

This scanned image, and the one on Page 1, is from the August 1991 issue of  Sport 
Aviation  Magazine.  Thanks to Bob Moehlenkamp for scanning the images.
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Chapter 21 Monthly Treasurer's Report
April-08

April 1, 2008 Beginning Balance $2,474.18

Receipts
Interest   $0.10
Dues - 4@$15 ea.     $60.00
Total $60.10

Disbursements
Newsletter Printing $16.00
Rent - Apr,May,Jun $30.00
Total       $46.00

April 30, 2008 Ending Balance $2,488.28
Balance ONB 04-30-08 $2,488.28

Submitted by Bill Gowin,  Treasurer

Hello again everyone.  Spring is here and the excitement of taking to 
the air and flying is stronger with each day of this early spring 
weather.  I am excited about the challenges for all of us and our 
chapter.  We are very fortunate to live in the USA and have the right 
to fly airplanes regardless of the rising price of fuel.  

Stating again from the general agenda adopted last year, the chapter 
is to hold regular social, and educational meetings each month in the 
evening.  The second Saturday of each month may be used for day 
time fly ins, poker runs, and share-a-ride activities.   Each member 
pilot flying will be discouraged from participation with an open pas-
senger seat.  The last Saturday of each month will be for visiting 
airplane building and restoration projects.  And need I say, when the 
opportunity presents itself, we will also have cook outs on some of 
these occasions.  

This month we meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at John Bi-
zal’s hangar behind Dairy Queen at highway 41 at the NW corner of 
Evansville Regional KEVV.  This meeting will start ½ hour earlier 
than normal to give us a bit more day light time to enjoy the Stear-
man rides that will be given to Bill Gowin and Mike Zeller, winners 
of the drawings in the beautiful open cockpit flying machines of 

John Bizal and Bill Spurling.  Be sure to bring along your cameras.   
After the flights we will discuss recent rule changes on the Sport 
Pilots of Light Sport Aircraft. 

We have been invited to fly our planes near the Riverside Plaza area 
on 5/17/08 during the Shriners car show event.  Our flight time win-
dows are 10-11 am. and at noon.  We will assemble at Skylane at 9 
am. to discuss flight rules for this event.   Shriners request we give 
them names and plane discriptions by the 16th.  And, we have a need 
for someone to work in a booth at the riverside booth that is being 
given to us by Shriner from 10 am to 2 pm that day.  We have lots of 
flyers and materials that could be given out.  Contact me for particu-
lars.  

I am looking forward to seeing everyone on 5/21/08 at John Bizal’s 
hangar at 6:30.  If anyone needs a ride for whatever reason, give me 
a call and I will see if I can make or find a ride for you.    

As always, guests are welcomed.     

Larry Helming, President, EAA Chapter 21

Message from EAA Chapter 21 President
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA Chapter 21

Bill Gowin — Treasurer
204 Harper Ave.
Evansville, IN  47714

Address Service Requested

                                                       

Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa21nleditor@hotmail.com

                                                                                                                                                     

EAA21 Chapter Meeting:   Wednesday May 21,  6:30 PM,  Dr. Bizal’s hangar
Our May Chapter meeting will be the THIRD Wednesday, May 21, at Dr. John Bizal’s hangar at Evansville Regional Airport. Dr. Bizal’s 
hangar is located on Petersburg Road, behind the Windmill Dairy Queen at the intersection of Highway 41 and Petersburg Rd.

May 24, 2008   Midwest Regional Fly-in  St. Louis Downtown Airport,  Sauget, IL   http://midwestflyin.org/

June 1, 2008  Fly-in, Drive-in Breakfast     8:00 AM—11:00 AM     Olney, IL  (KOLY)

June 11, 2008  EAA 21 Chapter Meeting  Details in the June Newsletter.

June 14, 2008  EAA Chapter 1165 Fly-In  11 AM - 3 PM   Russellville Logan Co. Airport, Russellville, KY, (4M7)

June 21, 2008  Midwest Taildraggers' Rendezvous  08:30 AM - 02:00 PM  Post Air Airport,  Indianapolis, IN, (7L8)

June 26-29, 2008  Evansville Freedom Festival — Downtown Evansville   Also on July 4, 2008.
http://www.evansvillefreedomfestival.org/Festival_2008/index.html

July 28-August 3, 2008   EAA AirVenture Oshkosh   Wittman Regional Airport   Oshkosh, WI  www.AirVenture.org


