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The Porterfield is Ready for Flight!
The 1940 Porterfield being rebuilt by Fred Wil-

liams, Randall Krystosek, Hank Meador, and Bud 
Sherretz is ready for flight.  They are just waiting for 
the logbooks and paperwork to be returned.  The 
engine was run-up for the first time on March 20, and 
taxi tests were done on March 26 Bud Sherretz runs up engine on Porterfield

Bob Moehlenkamp Purchases EAA Biplane
Bob just returned from Wisconsin, where he pur-

chased a ready-to-fly, 100 hp, Sport-Pilot qualified 
EAA Biplane.  He is looking for someone to go back up 
there with him to fly it back to Evansville, since he 
does not yet have a tailwheel endorsement. 

Pete Wiggin Purchases Sonerai
Yes it’s true!  Yours Truly has purchased a Sonerai pro-

ject.  It’s not ready to fly like Bob’s, but I got it at a real 
good price.  The purchase included about everything I need 
except a propeller.  This is a homebuilt restoration that origi-
nally flew in 1982, but was damaged in 1993 and hasn’t 
flown since.  The fuselage is ready to go, the wings need 
some work, and the VW engine (I got two of them!) needs to 
be rebuilt.  I presently have the wings set up in my living 
room for repair and modification.

Ahh Springtime!

Well, the weather is warming up, the grass is green, the blossoms are on the trees, and Chapter 21 
members are thinking about getting their planes out once again.  And some are getting new wings.  We had 
at least three additions to our Chapter 21 fleet in 2007, and it looks like we’re going to have more in 2008.  
Here are some of the things that I know about that has happened in the past month:
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At the March Chapter meeting, Mike Stader from the Hadi 
Shriners made a request of Chapter 21 members to participate in the 
Shrinerfest Car Show on May 17.  What the 
Shriners would like specifically is for us to par-
ticipate in an overflight of their event between 10 
AM and 2 PM.  This would entail simply flying 

your plane over the Ohio River adjacent to Riverside Drive.  There 
would be no airshow, no special fancy maneuvers, just a flyby.  You 

would want to coordinate your flight with Evans-
ville Tower on 118.7.  If you would be interested 
in participating in this way, call Paul Egbert at 
673-4310 or Tom Land at 477-2155.

Thunderstorms and VFR
Springtime is here, and the thunderstorm season is upon us.  Now is 
a good time to review how to fly those long cross-countries (like to 
Lakeland Florida) when thunderstorms are present.  Here is an 
excerpt from the book Weather Flying by Robert N. Buck

Summer brings thunderstorms, of course, and the reduced visi-
bility in haze makes them difficult to see.  On top of the haze level 
the big cauliflower clouds can be seen clearly and be avoided.  
Down low, in the smaze, one doesn’t know if the 
bad visibility is smaze or darkness from a 
closeby thunderstorm.  Flying high, above the 
haze, ducking thunderstorms, a pilot needs to 
watch below too, because clouds may sneak in 
under him if he’s close to a storm.

Thunderstorms, at best, are things to keep 
away from.  This is especially true for the VFR 
pilot.

A good look at the weather before flight will 
show if thunderstorms are going to be of the air-
mass types or ones caused by frontal activity.  Air-mass storms are 
scattered enough to tour around, staying in the clear.  If they are 
frontal storms, the VFR pilot’s place is on the ground!

Ducking around thunderstorms means staying out of them, and 
it means, too, giving them a wide berth.  Turbulence outside a storm 
can be as rough as that inside.  There’s also danger of hail falling 
from the high overhanging anvil portion of the cloud into clear air.  
A general rule is not to fly over lower clouds or under higher clouds 
in the immediate vicinity of thunderstorms.

While weaving around, it’s best to keep working into the wind 
simply to make any return to course shorter and your groundspeed 

faster in passing the storm.  Compass headings should be noted: 
knowing the time on various headings is a help in figuring how far 
off-course you may be going, and which way.

An important point about headings is that if one seems forced 
to keep working in one direction, say southwest, and is unable to 
work back northwest because of storms, it’s obvious that one is 
making a big end run.  This means that the storms are pretty well 
lined up and there isn’t any clear path on the desired course.  It may 

be a front, a prefrontal line squall developing, or 
a bunch of air-mass thunderstorms that have lined 
up in a pseudofront.  It’s time to land or turn 
around and go back.
       A pilot must consider that the storms he’s 
going around may be right over the airport he’s 
headed for.  If so, he’s got to be prepared to go 
elsewhere or else fly around out in the clear until 
the storm drifts away.  This latter means he must 
have enough fuel and daylight.
       Flying VFR at night around thunderstorms 

isn’t a recommended procedure; the difficulty of seeing where 
clouds are is great, and in early evening at least the storms are 
probably worse and clouds more extensive.

A point to remember about air-mass thunderstorms is that they 
occur mostly in the afternoon.  If a pilot gets an early morning start, 
he can get where he wants to go before the afternoon storms have 
built up enough to bother him.

There is much more to be said about thunderstorms, but right 
here, while talking about VFR, these points are important, and the 
most important of them is to stay in the clear and always have a 
wide avenue handy for hasty retreat.

Shrinerfest Car Show

Can you identify this plane?   Hint: it’s not a Boeing airliner.  We’ll have the answer at the April Chapter meeting.

Do you know what it is?
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Chapter 21 Monthly Treasurer's Report
March-08

March 1, 2008 Beginning Balance $2,372.09

Receipts
Interest     $0.09
Dues -   7@$15 ea. $105.00
1/2 Pot   $13.00
Total       $118.09

Disbursements
Newsletter Printing       $16.00
Total                 $16.00

March 31, 2008 Ending Balance $2,474.18
Balance ONB 03-19-08 $2,474.18

Submitted by Bill Gowin,  Treasurer

Minutes of March Meeting—March 12 2008
February meeting was snowed out. 

Larry opened the meeting, then handed out award for first flight to Ron Jennings.  Larry gave a AOPA quiz.

New members were introduced Rick Osmon and Mal Stallings. Rick found EAA21 from the website.  Mal was a C130 pilot who took a ride 
in an RV8 and now is looking for an RV6 to buy.

Guest Speaker was Mike Stader from Hadi Shriners.  He was looking for pilots to do flyovers over Riverside Drive during their May 17th

Shrinersfest Car Show from 10am to 2pm.

Larry gave a presentation on flying to Florida using his flight planning software to avoid major airports and MOAs 

The Stearman ride was won by Earl Schroeder, who gave it up since he had flown in it already, then by Keith Schlageter, who also gave his 
spot up, and then by Mike Zeller. Mike’s number was drawn, and he was kind enough to keep it. 

Half Pot was won by Larry Helming, who donated the proceeds back to the Chapter. 

Well, the weather is getting better every day and before long 
those of us building and restoring will be making far more progress 
and headway each day. This all leads to the grand glory of flying our 
airplanes. I am thinking already of flying to Rough River for playing 
golf on the par 3 course, walking along the lake front and the deli-
cious meals in the lodge. Then there is always Lambert's in Sikeston, 
MO., where you need to remember to keep an eye open and ear alert 
for rolls being tossed across the room. 

Your board is starting to give thought to this year's Young Eagle 
flight program. We are considering one of the Evansville airports, 
Carmi, Boonville, or another that falls within our tri-state area. Your 
ideas are welcomed. Please contact any chapter officer or email us at 

one of our addresses shown on the monthly newsletter.
This month, PLEASE NOTE: Our meeting time is the 3rd Wed. 

of April (16th) due to lots of us being in Lakeland for Sun-N-Fun. I 
would like anyone that finds something of interest there to bring 
back enough information to share with other members at the meet-
ing. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on the 16th at Skylane Air-
port promptly at 7 P.M. With the sun setting later in the day, we just 
might have a few planes fly in and have a few out of hangars on the 
field for viewing before the meeting. 

Larry Helming

Message from EAA Chapter 21 President
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA Chapter 21

Bill Gowin — Treasurer
204 Harper Ave.
Evansville, IN  47714

Address Service Requested

                                                       

Pete Wiggin — Newsletter Editor
eaa21nleditor@hotmail.com

                                                                                                                                                     

EAA21 Chapter Meeting:   Wednesday April 16,  7:00 PM,  Skylane Airport
Our April Chapter meeting will be April 16, the THIRD Wednesday of the month, because many Chapter members will be attending the
Sun ‘n Fun Fly-in at Lakeland Florida during the second week.  We will recap all the events at Sun ’n Fun during the Chapter meeting.  

April 8-13, 2008  Sun ‘n Fun Fly-in   Lakeland Linder Regional Airport  (LAL)  Lakeland FL   www.Sun-N-Fun.org

July 28-August 3, 2008   EAA AirVenture Oshkosh   Wittman Regional Airport   Oshkosh, WI  www.AirVenture.org


