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Lee Bottom Fly-In—Shared With Family
I had a conversation with Les Bryan  a few weeks 
ago about his experience at the Fly-In at Lee Bot-
tom Flying Field.                              Pete Wiggin

About a month before the Wood, Fabric, and Tail-
wheels Fly-in, I got an email from Ginger David-
son.  It was a personal invitation to come to the 
party before the party.  I thought it sounded like 
fun.  You’re going to be able to camp out over-
night.  I remember hearing stories about other peo-
ple camping out.  It looked like it was going to be a 
pretty big deal.  They had a lot of “big iron” that 
was supposed to be coming in.  There was sup-
posed to be a PBY, a 
DC-3, and a Beech 18, 
and so I thought that 
would be pretty neat to 
go see.  I thought, well, 
I’ll have to get a tent and 
sleeping bag, and take 
care of that. 

But you know, I’ve been 
to lots of fly-ins.  I 
thought about the pass-
ing of my uncle.  I 
thought about how his 
relationship with his family wasn’t too good, and if 
I want a better family relationship than he had I 
need to make better choices.  

My uncle was, well, he was just a mean old man.  
When I was a boy he was a negative influence on 
my brother and I.  So I thought, well, now the 
ball’s on the other side, and now I’m the uncle to 
my nephew.  I should do something different than 
my uncle did.

With flying we talk about airplanes a lot; about 

how neat this is and about how cool that is.   But 
it’s really about the people as much as it is about 
the airplanes.  It’s more about personal relation-
ships than it is about what we’ve flown or what 
we’ve accomplished.  Yeah, we did those things, 
but it’s usually the people you meet that makes life 
worth living.  Things are nice, but things don’t 
make my life better; relationships make my life 
better.  It’s nice to have nice things, but if I had ten 
of them, I wouldn’t be ten times happier.  I’d like 
to have ten airplanes, but what good would it be? 
Just more stuff to take care of.

So I was talking to my 
brother, and I invited 
him to come to the fly-
in.  After twisting his 
arm he reluctantly 
agreed to come.

Brett Allen Bell is my 
half-brother.  There’s 
about ten years differ-
ence between the two of 
us.  We didn’t actually 
grow up in the same 
household for the ma-

jority of our time together.  He’s ten years younger 
than me, and about one and a half times my size.  
He lives in Oakland City.  He married a gal named 
Lisa, and they have a son named Braydon.  He’s 
six.  He’s my nephew.  

I talked Brett into going to Lee Bottom.  Two 
hours and 45 minutes they had to drive.  They had 
to download the information off of Google.  His 
wife wasn’t real big on it at first, and they got lost 
a couple of times.  She told me: “You can’t fly 

(Continued on page 2)



Page 2

Grass Runways—Let’s Keep Them Around

somewhere unless you’ve driven there first!”  Well, I’ve never 
driven there or anywhere else to an airshow.  

Friday, I got there about noon.  There was probably 121 airplanes 
that got there by Friday night.  I set up my tent, and we all camped 
out.  There was a campfire where they were making s’mores.  They 
had a catering service that fed us a barbeque dinner, but they ran out 
of barbeque and had to send out for pizza.  Then they showed the 
movie “Flyboys” on one of the hangar walls.  

It got cold that night.  It got down to about 40 degrees, and there 
was heavy dew.  So it was a little chilly walking around; your shoes 
got wet from walking in the tall grass.  I slept in my tent that night.  
Wes Jackson loaned me a couple of foam pads that are self-
inflating.  It was OK, but it was still pretty cold in my tent.  

The next morning I woke up, and there was 
fog all over the field.  I got up to walk over 
to get some coffee, and the lady behind the 
booth said “Are there any airplanes here?” 
I looked over the field, and it was all white.  
You couldn’t see any airplanes.  About 20 
minutes later the fog lifted, and you could 
see this row of airplanes stretched out all 
along the hillside.  It was just beautiful.  

Later that day my scanner radio went off 
like a CB.  There were 4 or 5 formations 
coming in, and at least 2 or 3 airplanes in the pattern all the time.  
Within 4 hours, there must have been 300 airplanes on the ground.  
It was amazing.  Saturday morning was a hot day for activity.  

I saw some unusual airplanes.  I met a guy that had a Common-
wealth Skyranger.  I never heard of that before.  I parked right next 
to a Seabee.  I’d never been up close to a Seabee before.  That guy 
was from Guntersville, Alabama.  It was nice, because there wasn’t 
any airshow; there wasn’t any big event, it was just a fly-in.  The 
PBY didn’t make it, but the DC-3 made it, and the Beech 18 made it 
in. We had a great time.  Great fun. 

I did all my running around on Friday, to look at the airplanes I 

wanted to see, so that when they got there on Saturday I could spend 
time walking around with the family, and talk about airplanes with 
them.  Braydon likes airplanes that float, so we went around and 
looked at a lot of airplanes that float.  He thinks those are cool.  
There was a place there that was selling coloring books and kid’s T-
shirts, and so I bought him lunch and a T-shirt. He thought that was 
really cool.

That’s the first time I’ve ever invited my family to come to any kind 
of aviation event.  It was kind of a big deal for me to try to put this 
together, because I really didn’t know what I was doing.  But it 
went okay.  Everybody had a good time.  Lisa even enjoyed it.  
They said it was kind of like going to a big car show.

So are you going to make plans to do this again with your family?

I think I should.  This one turned out well.  
It was successful, so I’d like to do some-
thing else like this in the future.  I really 
like the picture of my nephew in the cock-
pit beside me.  I think it’s kind of nice.  
Maybe he’ll grow up and learn to fly, and 
maybe he’ll like airplanes.  I may have 
started something now that will grow into 
something later.

Have you had him up for a Young Eagles 
flight? Or has he ever been in an airplane?

Never.  I’ll have to talk to his parents, to see if I can do that.    

What’s this?  (I was looking at a picture) They had planes parked 
all the way down the length of the runway?

They did.  They ran out of room  There are about 3 rows or 4 rows 
deep of parked airplanes there by the hillside, then they ran out of 
room, so they had to go alongside the runway to the south end, then 
back up the other side.  I’ll bet there must have been 300 to 350 
airplanes there.  It was amazing.  The weather was ideal—perfect.  
It was really a good weekend.

The Lee Bottom “Wood, Fabric, and Tailwheel” Fly-In is a celebra-
tion of a certain kind of aircraft.  That “kind” is described in the 
name of the event:  aircraft that are made of wood, covered with 
fabric, and/or have tailwheel landing gear.  With 
a few exceptions, that “kind” of aircraft isn't 
made anymore.  The aircraft celebrated at Lee 
Bottom are OLD.

Lee Bottom Flying Field has an aspect to it that 
makes it different from most airports that host 
fly-ins—it has a grass runway.  The aircraft that 
the Lee Bottom Fly-in celebrates were designed 
to use grass runways.  These aircraft were, for 
the most part, designed to land slow—50 mph max, they were de-
signed with fairly large, often unskirted landing wheels, and, of 
course, tailwheels in place of nosewheels.

When you visit a modern airport, even a modern “General Avia-
tion” airport, you see lots of Cessnas, Pipers of the Cherokee type, 
and lots of high performance singles and twins, but you don't see 

many of the types of planes Les saw at Lee Bot-
tom last month.  Conversely, when you visit an 
airport like Lee Bottom, or Skylane or Hepler, 
you see mostly older aircraft, and homebuilts 
with tailwheels.

Grass runways, because they are more forgiving 
of a less-than-perfect landing, and usually have 
much less traffic than paved runways, are a 
valuable part of our General Aviation infrastruc-

ture.  As long as older aircraft, tailwheel aircraft, and those aircraft 
with low landing speeds are around, we will need to keep airports 
with grass runways around.

Commentary

Pete Wiggin
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Chapter 21 Monthly Treasurer’s Report
October-07

October 1, 2007 Beginning Balance $2,285.50

Receipts
Interest   $0.12
Dues - 1@$15 ea. $15.00
Total $15.12

Disbursements
Newsletter Printing $16.00
Postage $41.00
Office Rent $30.00
Mailing Labels   $5.08
Total $92.08

October 31, 2007 Ending Balance $2,208.54
                   Balance ONB  10-31-07 $2,208.54

Submitted by: Bill Gowin, Treasurer

Message from EAA Chapter 21 President

Hello everyone.  Several months ago I asked everyone who needs a ride to a meeting event to give me a call.  I guess we are doing OK, no 
one called.  The offer still stands.  

The first Saturday of each month is a fly in breakfast opportunity at the Mt. Vernon, IL airport.  I have attended this a couple of times and 
the folks over there are truly happy to have visitors fly in.  The food is pretty standard for such breakfasts and I recommend it.  

The regular meeting on the 14th will be at Skylane.  The topic will be my program about general aviation and other things I observed in 
China.  We will have an open discussion following my comments about our EAA year and my recent two week tour of China.    

I would also like to schedule an EAA board member meeting for after the regular meeting.  Any Chapter 21 member who wants to stick 
around and participate would be welcome.

Our Christmas Party / December meeting will again be held at Kipplees Party House.  We plan to review what happened during the year, 
and recognize members for their contributions, as well as get started with plans for 2008.   Great pizza will be on the menu.  Bring a guest.

News has it that Ron Jennings’ plane is going to be inspected by FAA the second week of this month.  We visited his project in the summer 
and it looked promising then.  We might have to open up a slot somewhere in the sky for one more plane.  My best hopes and congratula-
tions go out to Ron for his efforts and up coming flights of testing.  

Steve Eberhart continues to make substantial progress despite some small setbacks by his hangar helper.  Seems I was cutting a hole in the 
wheel pants and cut the holes so both would fit only on the left wheel.  Steve took a look at it and said no problem but if we don’t make the 
February first flight date, it is no longer his fault.    Way to go Larry.
     
Hope to see everyone at the November meeting.  Bring a guest to enjoy a treat by my wife who loves to cook nice things.  

Larry 
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events
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Next EAA21 Chapter Meeting:  Wednesday November 14,  7:00 PM,  Skylane Airport

At our EAA Chapter meeting on November 14, Larry Helming will present a program on some of the things he saw while in China.,  
including the general aviation activity there.

Wednesday, December 12—We will be having our annual Christmas Pizza Party at Kipplee’s Party House.  Plan to attend!


