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AirVenture Oshkosh ’07
Another AirVenture Oshkosh has come and gone.  A good number of Chapter 21 members made it up 
there this year.  Quite a few flew up in their planes, while a number of others drove.

Oshkosh is always as much a social event as it is about airplanes.  Chapter 21 members seem to stay to-
gether for the most part, particularly after the show, and patronize one of Oshkosh’s finer restaurants.  
We did this several times this year.

There seemed to me to be less emphasis on homebuilts this year than in any year in my memory.  There 
was so much “press” given to the various new production aircraft such as the Cessna 162 Skycatcher, (their 
new Light-Sport trainer) the new Cirrus, Eclipse, and Epic Very Light Jets, and the large number of new S-
LSA aircraft in the LSA Mall,  that the homebuilts, and to a lesser extent, the vintage aircraft were pushed 
into the background. (The warbirds, however, had much of the daily airshows to themselves.)

There were, of course, homebuilts there, but there were no new high-quality homebuilts being showcased 
for the first time except, perhaps, the turbine-powered models offered by Lancair.              
                                                                                                                                          Submitted by Pete Wiggin

Chapter 21 members went to Wendt’s Restaurant on 
Lake Winnebago Sunday evening July 22 for dinner.

Photo courtesy Earl Schroeder
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July 7, ’07—a lucky day for 174 
new Young Eagles

I would like to thank each and every one of you who helped us 
make the 2007 Young Eagles Day on July 7, 2007 a HUGE  
SUCCESS!!! We had wonderful support on the ground, and we 
simply couldn't have done it without the very special pilots that 
we had flying these kids.  Each one of you touched a child's life 
in a way that nobody else has.  Thank you.  Our unofficial count 
that we did on Saturday reflected all the forms that we had given 
out.  It looks like a few didn't make it through the whole process. 
My new unofficial count rests at 174.  These forms are going to 
be sent to EAA Headquarters to be entered in the logbook. The 
final credit you get will come in the mail from EAA, or you can 
check the World’s Largest Logbook found at 
www.youngeagles.org.  Give them a month or so to process the 
forms.

We made $257 for the Bud Stearns Young Eagles Fund from 
donations, food sales, and half pot sales.  Not bad for a day's 
worth of work!

Greg McMichael 11 John Bassemeier          14
John Rudolph 3 Mike Jarvis          16
Danielle Kaskel 9 Pete Wiggin           8
Sherry Rashidian 25 Scott Herschelman       33
Kurt Lindenschmidt 9 Jay Sanders          17
Eric Lindenschmidt 18 Larry Helming          11

Thanks again, everybody.

John Rudolph

Young Eagles Coordinator

President’s Message 
Hello again EAA 21 members.  Wow, what a month July was.  I want 
to thank everyone that helped in large and small ways with the Young 
Eagles event on 7-7-7.  It was a joy for me to participate in this as a 
pilot for the first time.  The smiles I saw on the faces of everyone was 
very rewarding.  It could not have been possible without the help of 
all volunteer members.  Be sure to read YE report by John Rudolph.

Your chapter was represented in the Freedom Festival.  It was time 
well spent working in the EAA tent at Tri-State Aero with the static 
displays and Balloon Glow events.  We answered many questions 
about EAA membership and many Young Eagles sign up forms were 
handed out.

This month’s regular meeting will feature individual reports by any 
member who wants to share something learned during Oshkosh time 
this year.  It should be a great meeting with everyone’s participa-
tion.  Plan to attend—and bring a guest.

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Aug. 8 at Skylane.  I wonder 
what wonderful dessert offering my wife Karen will produce for us 
this month.   

Larry Helming

Larry and Gary Z’s planes in front of our Chapter 21 and Young Eagles 
display tent at the Evansville Freedom Festival

Minutes of Chapter Meeting
EAA Chapter 21 Meeting;  7-11-07;  Skylane airport.     Meeting started at 7:00pm 

Larry brought a dessert treat that his wife had made to eat after the meeting.

Meeting agenda:   Oshkosh, Freedom festival, and Young Eagles.

Young Eagles was a great success with 178 kids and one Adult Flown. Larry said he was proud of all the volunteers who spent the hot day 
of July 7  keeping the kids entertained.   Larry was thinking about a second YE for this year.  Theme for today’s meeting is Oshkosh Fly In 
Notams.   Rick Polete, a controller from EVV Tower, spoke on procedures for flying into Oshkosh.  Rick has been a pilot for 29 years, and 
an Oshkosh controller for about 6 years.  After Rick spoke the meeting was concluded, and an ice cream dessert was served. 

Half Pot was won by Phil Dawes 

Submitted by Gary Zimmerman, Secretary

Preparing for a Young Eagles flight in the SunSeeker Waiting patiently for their turn to be a Young Eagle

Photos courtesy Don Taylor
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Chapter 21 Monthly Treasurer's Report
July-07

July 1, 2007 Beginning Balance $2,309.35
Receipts

Interest   $0.13
Dues - 2@$15 ea.  $30.00
Half Pot   $4.50
Donations   $0.00
Future Dues   $0.00

Total                   $34.63
Disbursements

Newsletter Printing $16.00
Office Rent             $30.00
USPS Address Service   $0.50
Indiana Business Entity Report $17.34

Total                            $63.84

July 31, 2007 Ending Balance $2,280.14
Balance ONB  08-01-07     $2,280.14

Submitted by Bill Gowin, Treasurer

One of the new aircraft on display at Oshkosh, (in mock-up 
form) was the new Bell-Agusta Tilt Rotor; BA609.  It’s a new kind 
of aircraft that doesn’t need a runway.

In 1983 (I believe that was the year) the AV-8B Harrier ap-
peared for the first time at Oshkosh.  It is an amazing, jaw-dropping 
sight the first time you see an airplane like that hovering 200 feet in 
the air.  The amazement quickly wore off as he continued his pain-
fully loud hover over Wittman Field’s north-south runway.  I didn’t 
have earplugs, and I couldn’t get away from the noise.  I soon had 
had enough, and fervently wished he would land and shut down his 
engines.

The next year I was able to 
attend the International Air Show 
at Dayton, Ohio.  One of the air-
craft featured at that show was the 
NASA XV-15 Tilt-Rotor; a proof-
of-concept aircraft that showed 
you could design an aircraft that 
could take off and land like a heli-
copter, and yet cruise cross-
country like a fixed-wing turbo-
prop.  I was as amazed at this air-
craft as I was the Harrier, but the 
most amazing thing was how quiet it was.  Not only was it so much 
quieter than a Harrier, it was quieter than most helicopters you 
might see hovering in the same position.

Ever since then I’ve wanted to see a Tilt-Rotor aircraft at Osh-
kosh. I’ve long felt this kind of aircraft represents the future of avia-
tion—at least corporate aviation.  When a busy, high-powered ex-
ecutive can truly go point-to-point—that is, from his corporate 
home office to his ultimate destination, at the speed and efficiency 
of a fixed-wing turboprop, without having to be driven to and from 
an airport—he’s going to prefer that kind of travel, even over a 
business jet.  I’ve often wondered why we’ve never seen that kind 
of plane at Oshkosh.  I asked the fellows at the Tilt-Rotor display 

tent if we would see a flying model on display here sometime in the 
future.  They seemed to think it wouldn’t happen for at least 2-3 
years.

The new Light-Sport category has really blossomed the past 
couple of years.  All these new designs really heralds a new day for 
those wanting to learn to fly, and for everyone else who flies light 
aircraft.  If new light-sport aircraft fill the sky with new sport pilots, 
that can only help me fly my (not light sport) Luscombe more eco-
nomically than ever before.

Someone asked me how all these 
new aircraft—which seem to cost 
around $100,000 each—is going 
to make it cheaper for an average 
prospective student pilot to learn 
to fly.  There are several reasons.  
The price of these new aircraft 
will go down as the market be-
comes saturated, however that 
hasn’t begun to happen yet.  Also, 
as the Learn-To-Fly centers in the 
more affluent areas of the country 
buy the new Cessna and Cirrus 

training aircraft, they will offer their current Cessna 152 trainers for 
sale.  As the “new technology” aircraft become more available, the 
price of “old technology” (Cessna 152) aircraft will go down, mak-
ing them more available to “the rest of us.”  Some of the smaller 
airports out in the country not now offering flying lessons will be 
able to purchase these now lower priced 152s, hire more young 
flight instructors, and there will be more opportunity to learn to fly 
than there has been in a long time.  True, you can’t get a Sport Pilot 
license in a 152, but I suspect most young pilots who initially get a 
Sport Pilot license will eventually upgrade to a Private Pilot license 
so they can fly the 172s and other higher performance aircraft.

Tilt-Rotors and Light Sport Aircraft at Oshkosh
Commentary by the editor

Submitted by Pete Wiggin
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events
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Next EAA21 Chapter Meeting:  Wednesday August 8,  7:00 PM,  Skylane Airport

August 11-12 The Chanute Aerospace Museum is sponsoring its 2007 Air Festival at the Rantoul IL Airport. (KTIP) 
http://www.aeromuseum.org

August 12 Fly In to Lee Bottom Flying Field, 64I.  Plan to arrive 11 AM Evansville time.  This is Sinful Sunday Ice Cream event.

August 18 Breakfast at Columbus, IN, KBAK.  Plan to arrive 8:30 Evansville time.  This is a great place to eat and the Atterbury 
Air Museum next door has lots of info. http://www.bakalar.org

August 19  Taylorville Municipal Airport Taylorville, Illinois, (KTAZ)  7:00 AM - 11:00 AM   All you can eat Fly-in/Drive-in 
Breakfast.  http://www.EAA1315.com

August 24-26  Mount Comfort Airport Indianapolis, Indiana. (KMQJ)  2007 Indianapolis Air Show, featuring the U.S. Navy’s Blue 
Angels’ Fighter Jet Squadron.  http://www.indyairshow.com

August 25-26 Mid-East Regional Fly-In (MERFI)  Mansfield Lahm Airport, Mansfield, Ohio  (KMFD)  http://www.eaamerfi.com

 Sept. 7-9 Rough River State Park Airport (2I3) Falls of Rough, KY — Ky. EAA Sport Aviation Weekend 
http://kyeaasportaviation.tripod.com/


