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I had a visit with Gary Zimmerman a couple of 
weeks ago at his T-hangar at Evansville Regional, 
just a few days after he towed his new Glasair to the 
airport.  I learned several interesting facts about his 
airplane.

For example, the only round instrument in his 
panel is the S-Tec turn coordinator that governs his 
autopilot.  All other instrumentation is incorporated 
into the Blue Mountain EFIS/one.  The airspeed, 
altimeter, com-
pass, (no wet 
compass!) and 
even the GPS 
display is all 
incorporated into 
the Electronic 
Flight Informa-
tion System.  
"The nice thing 
about this" he 
told me, "is it 
will actually find 
Evansville on the 
map, and will set 
the altimeter to 
the airport eleva-
tion using the 
GPS altitude 
information.

"I had to change the sticks," he said. "When you 
pulled back, they would point into my stomach, so I 
took them to a machine shop and had them bent so 
they would point up."

He pointed out the hydraulic pump, under the 
seats.  (The seats were removed.)  "This provides 
hydraulic pressure for the up and down movement of 
the gear.  It uses the same pump to put the gear up 
and to put the gear down. Hydraulic pressure holds 
the gear up in place when it's retracted, and also 
holds the gear down in place 

when it's extended. Here is a gauge with two nee-
dles.  One needle shows hydraulic pressure when the 
gear is down, the other shows 2000 lbs. pressure 
when the gear is up.  And here is the emergency gear 
extension.  This little red knob causes the hydraulics 
to bypass both valves, and opens up the lines to al-
low fluid to flow, and the gear just falls down into 
place. The main gear have spring loaded extenders, 
and the nose gear has a shock absorber-type gas strut 

extender.
“How does the 
trim work? I 
asked.  “The ele-
vator doesn’t 
have a tab.”   
“Well, the trim 
works like a 
Cessna,” he said, 
“with a wheel to 
control the 
amount of trim.  
The elevator is 
controlled by 
push-tubes, and 
it’s spring loaded, 
so with the trim 
control you can 
change the ten-
sion on the 

springs.”
“You’re going to have to climb up on that wing 

to get in the airplane,” I said, “and you don’t have 
any walkway tape on there.”  “I don’t need any yet,” 
he said “but I will.  The wing is at enough of an an-
gle, that when I step out, I’ll slip if it’s too slick.”   
“Is there a reinforced area on the wing?” I asked.  
“This area is all reinforced.” he said, pointing to an 
area of about 12 inches from the side of the fuselage.

"You have the extended wing tips don't you?" I 
(Continued on page 2)

Gary Z’s Glasair Super II RG—Almost Flying
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                                                 EAA Chapter 21 Meeting Minutes;  March 14, 2007

Half pot and Door Prize tickets were handed out as member showed up.  Coffee, soda and doughnuts were provided.  A new guest 
was introduced:  Jeff Walin of Tell City.

Larry Helming opened the meeting at 7pm.  He began by talking of the Any Where Map product.  Some of the members currently 
using this product are Larry Judy, Earl Schroeder, Bill Major and John Rudolph.  Earl brought his laptop and an extra monitor so members 
could see his presentation on the AnyWhere capabilities.  He held a Q&A section during his talk and was also reinforced with comments 
from Larry, Bill, and John.  The cost was approximately $1600 to get all the features to use in the aircraft.

John Rudolph passed out Young Eagles Credits to those who flew more than 10 kids this past year.
Larry commented that we would have a regular meeting on the second Wednesday of the month and have visits to various projects 

on Saturdays during the summer.
Steve Eberhart won the Door Prize which was Voyager Flight Software.  Mike Zeller won the Half Pot and took only a dollar from 

it, returning the rest as a donation for the Chapter.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm

Submitted by Keith Schlageter, substituting for Gary Zimmerman.

Hello again everyone.  Spring has arrived and the excitement of 
taking to the air and flying is stronger with each day of this early 
spring weather.  I am excited about the challenges for all of us and 
our chapter.  We are very fortunate to live in the USA and have the 
right to fly airplanes for a reasonable cost.  

But that cost structure is in danger of changing.  I urge all of 
you to learn what is being proposed by reading magazines articles 
by EAA and AOPA.  These are two that I see.  I have written a let-
ter to Congressman Evan Bayh.  He is a democrat and I believe that 
is the party we stand a better chance of getting results through.  
Their party has shown it will vote united on just about all issues .  
They have the majority -- so what do you think?  I have posted a 
copy of my letter on the bulletin board in the Skylane Airport bulle-
tin board.  I hope you will take a moment to take a look at it next 
time you are in the lounge.  

Your EAA 21 board met and I am happy that a new agenda of 
activities is adopted for the good weather months ( April - Septem-
ber ) of this year.  The general plan is to hold regular social, and 
educational meetings each second Wednesday of the month in the 
evening.  The second Saturday of each month will be used for day 
time fly ins, poker runs, and share-a-ride activities.   Flying activi-
ties of all types.  Each member pilot flying will be discouraged from 

participation with a open passenger seat.  The last Saturday of each 
month will be for visiting airplane building and restoration projects.  
And need I say, when the opportunity presents itself, we will also 
have cook outs on some of these occasions.  

 I have been almost in contact with Patty Cox of the Freedom 
Festival.  We are trading phone messages.  I am sure we will all 
want to help this year in some way with the aviation part of the fes-
tival.  I do not have the details.  More will come when available.  I 
would like for each member to have some job in the chapter.  Work-
ing at the festival would be one way of doing that.  Working to-
gether is sure a lot better than working one or two people to hard 
where they get discouraged.  When asked to help, be happy and say, 
“Sure, I’d like that -- how can I help.”

I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the next regular 
Tuesday meeting.  If anyone needs a ride for whatever reason, give 
me a call and I will see if I can make or find a ride.  And remember 
to wear your name pin.  If you need a new one due to loss, see your 
treasurer, Bill Gowin.  He will be happy to get you a new for about 
$5.  

Guests are welcomed.     

Larry Helming

Message from Experimental Aircraft Assoc. Chapter 21 President

asked.  “Yes. They start here—” he pointed to where the ailerons 
ended—about 14 inches from the end of the wing.  “The other one 
had wing tips that were only about 3 inches.  I put these on because 
I don't plan on doing any aerobatics, so I wanted the extra wing.”  

“When I got the wing, the bottom was already complete, and in 
one piece.  The wing already had a spar attached to the bottom.” he 
said.  

“How far out on the wing does the fuel tank go?” I asked.  
“Right about to here.”  He said as he pointed to where the ailerons 
ended. “The gas tank is in the forward part of the wing, ahead of the 
spar.  It has baffles, so the gas can only go one way—towards the 
engine.”  “How many gallons will it hold?” I asked.  “It will actu-
ally hold 40 gallons in the main tank, and 8 gallons in the header 
tank.  The main tank is one big tank going from one wing into the 
other.”

He told me about his electrical and ignition systems: “This 

plane doesn't have mags.  It has two separate electronic ignition 
systems that can be checked independently prior to flight.  We also 
have a master and auxiliary battery.”  He said,  “They are both 
separate, and both independent.  So if your master electrical system 
fails, you can switch to this ‘emergency buss’ that runs just the igni-
tion systems and comm radios off the aux. battery.”

For radio equipment he has a transponder, a nav-com, and a 
second comm radio.  The GPS was built into the Blue Mountain 
EFIS.  The VOR navigation was also routed into the main EFIS.  
(He also has a secondary, Dynon D10A EFIS.)  “You can shoot an 
ILS with the Blue Mountain.”  He said. “It has all the instrument 
flight capability.  I don't have an instrument ticket, but I'll have a 
plane to use if I ever do want to get that.”

“This plane has a higher canopy than the other Glasair.  The 
other one was shorter, boxier, and tapers a lot more.  The elevator 
on this one is two feet wider.  I’m going to be happier with this 
plane.”

(Continued from page 1)
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Chapter 21 Monthly Treasurer's Report
March-07

March 1, 2007 Beginning Balance                                               $2,257.73

Receipts
     Interest                   $0.40
     Dues - 4@$15 ea.                     $60.00

Half Pot 1/10                          $20.00
                           Total $80.40

Disbursements
Newsletter Printing $16.00
Mar Meeting Expenses - food/coffee   $6.24
              Total $22.24

March 31, 2007 Ending Balance $2,315.89
               Balance ONB  03-31-07 $2,315.89

Submitted by Bill Gowin, Treasurer

Chapter member Greg McMichael wrote a letter to Congress-
man Brad Ellsworth recently, explaining his opposition to the 
FAAs ill-advised user-fee scheme.  Here is the letter he re-
ceived in response from the Congressman.  It appears he is 
sympathetic to our opposition, and willing to consider our ar-
guments.  Let’s make sure he knows we are all just as op-
posed to user fees as Greg is.  Write your letter today!
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Upcoming Chapter 21 Events

EAA Chapter 21
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Evansville, IN  47714
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Next EAA21 Chapter Meeting:  Wednesday April 11,  7:00 PM  Skylane Airport

April - Chapter Meeting: Flight planning for Sun-N-Fun. Presentations will be provided by any member who has information to share. 

Saturday 14th: Greenville, KY Breakfast. Fliers will depart around 9 AM for arrival at M21 about 10 AM. Next leg is to fly to Marion, IL 
for RV fly in. Arrival at KMWA should be about 1 PM. Arrival back in Evansville is up to each pilot. 

Saturday 28th: 10 AM at hangar 41 at Skylane for engine hanging on Steve Eberhart's RV7. We believe the name of this plane might be 
"Beam me up Scotty/" 

Around lunch time we will have a hamburger cook out at Skylane Airport if we can get permission to do so from the airport board. We 
are hopeful that will happen. Then about 3 PM we will visit Bill Hilakos' Glastar Sportsman 2+2 project. Bill is working on this just 
about every day. This should be an interesting new plane project. 

May– Chapter Meeting: Discuss what was new and happening at Sun-N-Fun. 

Saturday the 12th: Fly ins to somewhere for lunch. Anyone with an idea, share your idea with a board member before next month's news-
letter is printed. 

Saturday the 26th: Visit the project of Ron Jennings. Ron looking forward to having us look at his little secret. 

See you there!
Sun n’ Fun Fly-In  Tuesday April 17—Monday April 23   Lakeland, FL


